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Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest, and make our hearts Your place of rest;
Come with Your grace and heavenly aid, and fill the hearts which You have made.
Praise we the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit, with them One,
And may the Son on us bestow the gifts that from the Spirit flow!   Amen

TEXT

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
 [Jesus said:]  “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me.  And you also will bear witness, because you have been with 
me from the beginning....  
 I did not say these things to you from the beginning because I was 
with you.  Now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your heart.  Nevertheless, I tell you the truth:  it is to your advantage 
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I 
go, I will send him to you.  And when he comes, he will convict the world 
concerning sin and righteousness and judgement: concerning sin, because they 
do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no longer; concerning judgement, because the ruler of this 
world is judged.
 I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now.  When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truths, for 
he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will glorify me, for 
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Pentecost is considered to be the beginning or the birthday of the Christian Church.  It is roughly 
2,000+ years old.  it has remained in this world even though many have tried to stop it.  The 
reason it has remained is because of the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is the same Holy Spirit that 
we read about in our gospel lesson for today.  Today we will look at how the Holy Spirit works 
with the non-believers, the disciples of Jesus’ day and Christians today.  Remember that the early 
church grew under people who were fishermen, tentmakers, and tax collectors guided by the same 
Holy Spirit.

Our gospel lesson begins with John 15:26 where we read:  [Jesus said:]  “When the Helper 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.”   Yes, the Holy Spirit 
desires to bring all men to salvation by the gospel.  He bears witness to the work of Jesus Christ 
and He does all this without seeking glory for himself.
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And yet, there are still people who hate God and anyone who would desire to follow Him.  Psalm 
35:19 says;   “Let not those rejoice over me who are wrongfully my foes and let 
not those wink the eye who hate me without cause.”  Jesus expressed His great love 
for people who even sought His life in Matthew 23:37;  “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 
that kill the prophets and stone them which are sent to you, how often would 
I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings and you would not!”  When we reject God, we reject the very salvation that we 
need.  God continues to send His message of salvation to us...but as we all know... we reject God 
time and time again.  Acts 7:51 states it this way:  “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do 
you.”

The first disciples were simply men and women who the Holy Spirit touched with the Gospel 
message.  Yes, they had their ups and downs but they rejoiced in the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  They did not always understand all that was taking place but they trusted Jesus and all 
that He did in their presence.  For many of them, that first Easter evening brought it all together.  
Their eyes were opened to the grace of God.

The Holy Spirit has used pastors and teachers and parents and friends and neighbors and others 
to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to us.  1 Peter 1:5 put it so simply for us;  “You are kept 
by the power of God through faith to salvation.”  All Christians are called and made 
holy by the one and same Holy Spirit.

Jesus speaks of what the Holy Spirit will do in John 16:8 where he tells all people;  “And when 
he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgement...” The Holy Spirit does this so as to bring people closer to God and His love for 
them.  All people fall into one of two groups.  They either reject God or they rejoice in God’s great 
mercy for them.

How many people do we know who refuse to be convicted of our sin?  The Holy Spirit makes us 
face up to our sin.  But what do we do?  We convince our self that what God calls sin is really not 
sin to us.  We say that we can kill babies and it is not murder but better for the woman.  We say 
that we can have an affair and it is not adultery but better for the marriage.  We say that we can 
take things from others but it is not stealing but spreading the wealth around.  And by so doing, we 
reject the very need for a Savior.  And as all too many people have found out to their damnation, 
their judgement is sealed.  When we go our own way... we reject our sinfulness, our need for a 
Savior and the gift of salvation offered to us by God.

It is good to read of the early Christians and disciples of Jesus.  for they too were human and fell 
into sin.  But they did not try to convince themselves that it was okay.  The perfect example of this 
is in Matthew 26:75;  “And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, ‘Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.’  And he went out and wept bitterly.”  
Peter did what has sent countless people to hell... he denied Jesus.  But the Holy Spirit was able to 
make him admit his sin and rejoice that he had a perfect Savior in Jesus Christ.  And because of 
this, eternal life in heaven is his.

As Christians, we admit that the words of Romans 3:23 are sadly true for us as well;  “For all 
have sinned and all fall short of the glory of God.”  We admitted this at the very 
beginning of this worship service when we confessed all our sins.  Like Peter, we too weep over 
our sins which have offended both God and man.  When we are convicted by the Holy Spirit we 
are brought face to face with the fact that we do indeed need a Savior.  That Savior is Jesus Christ 
who died on the cross for our sins.  And because of the work of the Holy Spirit we are forgiven 
and given the gift of eternal life.

In the last section of our lesson for today we read this in verse 13;  “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you in all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority but whatever he hears he will speak and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come.”  We live in a world which fears the future.  We life in a world 
which fears what the future may hold.  A good part of the reason for this is that people are not 
sure what the truth really is.  The Holy Spirit comes to change that.

It is very hard to believe that there is anywhere in the world where the gospel of Jesus Christ has 
not gone.  The world has been informed about the truth of Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  But we 
have rejected that truth because it does not fit into our plans.  The truth makes us uncomfortable.  
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The truth tells us we cannot do it all on our own and that we do not want to hear.  And so, once 
again we reject the work of the Holy Spirit and all that it could do for us and for others.

I am sure that the very disciples of Jesus were shocked by the events of that first Pentecost.  They 
were not expecting the Holy Spirit.  I wold suspect that speaking in tongues was not what they 
were expecting.  They came to understand that it gave them the opportunity to speak to many 
more people about the love of God.  They were able to reach people that they had never thought 
about in the past.  It showed the disciples the power of the Holy Spirit and the power of the 
gospel were not for a select few but for all mankind.  And these few disciples were used by the 
Holy Spirit to live the very command of Jesus in Acts 1:8 where He told them and all Christians; 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 
end of the earth.”  We are the results of the first disciples being led by the Holy Spirit.  And 
we thank God for that.

As Christians, you and I have been led to the truth by the Holy Spirit.  What a blessing that is for 
each and every one of us.  If we allow the Holy Spirit to continue to guide us many others will also 
come to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  We may not know the exact future for us or the 
ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church, but if we continue to allow the Holy Spirit to guide us in 
the truth; we, like the disciples of old, will be used by the Holy Spirit to bring more and more 
people to faith.  What a blessing for us.  What a blessing for other people who need Jesus just as 
much as we do.

I would like to close with what God promises us.  It is recorded for us on page 323 in your 
hymnal.  Let us once more read the Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed.  Let us read together.

The Third Article... Sanctification
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. Amen
What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 
my Lord or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me 
and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

AMEN
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